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MR. BTBPEENSON AT THE MECHANICS
INBTITUTE. *

At one o'clock on Satarday, Mr. Slephenson
and Mr. Juckson visited the rooma of the Me-
chanics' Institate of whis city, where they were
received by the President, office-bearers and a.
large natber of the members. Here the Presidents
H, Bulmer; Esq, on behalf of the Ipstitution,
 presenied the former gentlemen with the follow-

in
. ADDERESS
T Red&rt Stephenson, Esq, M.P., Civil Engi-
4 "11 €y 3y GC.
4 Sm;—We-de lI;y the Mechanies' Inati-
tuee, and Mechanics of Montreal, 1o address ﬁy:;
gasxmﬁ ir -behal, previous to your departure '
L. i »
We ara desired to express the pleasore with
which your arrival has been hailad ky those whom
we represent, both on account 'of the reapecd and
ssteem which they eptartein for gua whose pmig
achievements and djstingnished name have add
luatre to the woad Meghanlo, and slso, that yobr
prezencs here h,ggumz of saccessfal ag-
complishment ia. apr; i, vipinidy of one pf |
the greatest Engirsering feats ever opotgmplated
on this contivent. ' | T ij
Had time god ofdgamatances parmitted, we
sheald indged bave 1begn, prond 1o have offered
for’your acceptanos, gome more'marked token of
ou:‘ealae;u: ag:il is, ﬁd whih-iopdnz th;: Ih?t
gpportunity may yeks. affprilwd. vs, we have in
tmmum ggmmﬂlﬂ.me ;honor pf.adding
yonr name to the list of hopary members of oiir
Inatitute. ) i
We bep you to gecept our most cordidl wishes
| for yonr bedlth an®eprobperity, and we trust that
| you may have a saforand pleashnt voytige to.fohr
native land :
On behalf of the Machiadies of Montreal,
Hasny Bouumm*
President, Mpehanics’ Loslitate.
A. Murray, .
Recording Secrelary.
Montreal, 20th August, 1853. i
| Having éxamined ¢he. plwos for tha neaw Insti-
fate, and expressed Lheir gritification with ita‘
f prosperous condition, they proceeded, at the
guestof the Preetdent (the xoomsof the Inatitute
becoming too crowded) to St. George's Hall,
where Mr. Stephenson replied as follows :—
Brovier Mrcnisios,—I bave received your ad-
dress with. great pleasupe, and appreciate the
sympathy of the Mechanics of Monfrealwith the
great works which have been constructed under
my superintendence. He went on to say that he.
came to this country to superintend the stupen-
dous work to be built over their beantiful river.
He had been led to fear that the difficulties to be
anconntered in its construction were almost as

/“\

7
LIy ricd o il ﬁf’/’

< 2//!’3 l’?/’f/fé

/fz o I .t’_d/

PR AILA v B

7
ties” ///i/zrﬂz-e)

: f//t Yoz /};/ ,&4¢/

ed*' He wda happy to eay after ha.ving given the |
matter his carcful aitention, that he foundnone
which might not be easily overcome, The posi-
tion in which he was placed in regard to thia
work was yary different from that in which he
had found himdelf placed w[t'h respect Lo the
work to which he hng alluded. ' Then this kind
of bridge was uutried, and was by many con-
dsmned a2 a rash experiment, calculated to in-
volve the Company for whobm it wag pn.)éacmd, in
roin. There was another difficulty in Knglapd;
Goyernment seldom facilitated public’ worke
thers, - In pine cazea out of ten, Where they io-
terfored, it was to throw obstacles in the way— |
Most of those present had read the difficalties he
had to encounter. Hin firdt fdea was a bridge |
with two arches, presenting little or ba diffitulty,
thodjih they were of the anusdal apanefRds0 Eee‘h
Had that plan been adhered.fo, 3n.gnormous go |
of mondy wonld kave been gaved to the Oom
iy, but & large number of vessels pasted thiugh |
e WAfrOW gorge whhib. it was propoged to
bridge, and the “Admirdlty stepped in and for-
| bade the work, fearing that the masts of vesdaln
would strike the haunokhes of the hridg?‘nd
be dn;nj:pgnnd aged, or possibly destroy
@overnment ‘oft-tihés scted very arhitrarily,
-Sometimes naceesarily and sometioes very unne-
cegearily. He was
ment of the work, a3 at firet ne means of over-
coming the diﬁenllg occurred t bim. The Gov-
ernidént required d flat bridge, and atlast the idea
df n beam for its suppori, made bhollow so &3 to
bear its own wipht, suggested jtaelf o him, Upon
m;m«m tions for the reapjaite dirden-
gipns of thig )p%?,ﬁe found that the Apertare in it
qquﬂ-huve to be large enongh to admit arailway
train, and hence the tubolar beam became Lbe
bridge iteelf, Wiihrespect to the bridpe here, he
.w;a,gﬁppg,.tq say fhat the Government officer
aad Engineers {qd flone everythifg. gx .thei;
p(l)aw::i to facilitats orlg),s, dperal.i%ns, and - nﬁ gaisa
play  amqunt of eandour and kind) )
naver ‘gau q hefore. mnyﬁdulmokwa
to carrying throngh the work withoot any official
snlerference, which wae to an Engindér the tnosl

| disagreeabla of all things. Here 'wasw, gldtions

exception td the peneral rule of official meddling,
and he oongtu®ulnted the, country upon havin

Engineering oficers ani dibers of Goveromén

who acted with go mnch l{kbrality. There was
o othdr great work in Lhiz cothtry to wiih he
need alloda. He might say o word' akogt the
stability of the bridge which it had been‘Ridught
would be endangered by the shoving of the ice.
Having gone into the question thoroughly with
Mr. Ross, they had arrived st the conclnsion
that the pressure of the ice would exercise no in-
fluence upon the piers gf the Lridge when they
were once fized in their fnce. He should alwuays
remember with pleasure the kind feelings the Me-
chanice of Montreal had evinced for him, and he
hoped, to meet them more than than once again,
and Lo gee them in their new Institute before the
Bridge waa fini He thavked them for the
honor they had dope him in enrolling him an hon-

abdut 1o advise the abandone |

‘o the erection of the New Hall. Mr. Stephenson
sat down amidat mush. cheering. r

The President of the Institute then introduced
Mr. Jackson to the meeting, and requested him to
address it :— ;

Mr. Jacksox [snid that he had not come with
the atiention of addressitg them, but he felt equal
pleasyre wiih the illustrious Engineer they had
juat welcomed; ,in meeting a body.of tnen g0 ne-
cessary to the progress of this greak consiry, a3
the Mechanics he saw before hidti ;'-and i4afforded
him the greatsst iplssente that ibey met with
every facility forfhe poasacution of sheir enter-
prige from mensf the same atamp. He wusted that
their coming, bere might do much good, that the
gkilled Iabonr avktch he and his partners would in-
troduce, would so instruct the peorle af the coun-
try, that hereafter their serviced would net be re-
quired. It womdd affordthem greakipadizfaction
if thatinstraotion wars disseminated among them,
and especially amdng e risingganeration of this |
great coantry. If this fould ba the case, it wonld
afford them as much ﬁtiﬁcsﬁm a3 any profit
they might" from’ the execution of their con-
trace. He and'his partners had felt it their duty
to bring out the first engineering taleut to decide
upon the brddge qaostion, and had therefore ap-
plied 10 Mr, StepbenSon, who, although he had
retized from his bugidess as ap, enginear, had
been igduced to coms here nb?m. costand trou-
ble to bimself, He felt it Lis duty not to leave
guch & great work to ehance, after baving intro-
duced the principle of such bridges, If it gave
them pleasure t0 see him among them, fancy,

szl LR -éﬁ//ﬁ&%

t’/l':fr.-"'ﬁﬂt;—r"—-——
. - / -
s ol T AR e

"2 y s
’2/“ f/z:'/" /ﬂlﬁfl‘)cl/z fl:"’/r/

what pleasure it gave bim and his partnms to
have this favorable opinion of thelr great wriler-
taking, Now that tiis bughesr abont the ice had
.been driven away, they would go forward with
| confidence, and be hoped that he should yet see
not only all their lakea and rivers connected by
reiiways, but one unbroken line of communica-
tion- through British territory from the Atlantic
ta the Pamfic. Without the bridge this would
_bave been impossible, but with it it might yet be
_reafized. He then proceeded to remark upon the
commercial prospects of the road and country,
and congladed by saying that ke, too, had seen
with pleasure the plans for their new building,
: and asked the favor of enrolling himself amongst
the subscribers 1o it ; be desired to putdown the
ll:i&me of big firm for a contribution of £100 ster-
ng.
This announcement was received with great

applause, and after 'gmnin_ﬂmn cheers for Mr.

Stephenson and three for
ling'l adjonrned.

great e encountered in erecting the Bri-
tana lhﬂg 8 4380Ci

ja B idge with wl:li his name wa cint-

/ I:ig'
member of the Institute, and in

ontripnt

. Jackson, the meet- |
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